GHYLLGROVE PRIMARY SCHOOL
[image: ghyllgrove logo]                             & Resource Base for Deaf Children 

            The Gore, Basildon, Essex SS14 2BG
Telephone: 01268 450067
www.ghyllgroveprimaryschool.co.uk 

		Headteacher: Mrs R Tidiman
Deputy Headteacher: Mrs L Morely

Dear Parents & Carers,
I hope you all had a restful summer break, and the start of the 2026/27 academic year is going well. 
Over the summer break the governing body took the opportunity to reflect on our activities over the year. We have continued to fulfil our statutory responsibilities linked to monitoring of the school development plan, training and providing support to the school to ensure the range of opportunities for the pupils is delivered. 
Governors have analysed the important feedback from the recent parent/carer survey, and we are very pleased with the results. These are strengthened by feedback we get from visitors to the school. One quote from a school in Canvey stated that: ‘We were so impressed with your school from the behaviour and learning attitudes of the children to the amazing teachers that we saw delivering lessons. Your Read Write Inc lead was so knowledgeable. Safe to say we left buzzing about everything we saw’. 
Our school is very fortunate to have dedicated staff, many of whom go above and beyond to ensure that the school is a nurturing place for the children. The governing body want to say a huge thank you to all of them. We know that each role is pivotal to the success of our school and without them things would not run as smoothly as they do. 
We have recruited two new governors, Craig Holloman and Hannah McGlynn. We still have one governor vacancy so if you are interested in joining us, please let the school office know and one of us will contact you for an informal chat about the role. Being a governor is a great opportunity to give back to the community and it’s a privilege to be able to make a positive impact to support pupils in their educational journey. We use our lived experience to bring unique perspectives and allow voices from all communities to be represented to create more diversity within the school. The list of our current governing body members can be found on the school website, along with their attendance data at our meetings.
We continue to work in collaboration with the schools in the CRESCO MAT and we will continue to work with the DFE to further explore joining them. 
Throughout the academic year governors have monitored key data for pupil attainment and progress. We are delighted with the performance of our pupils; they work incredibly hard and our results improved across the key indicators. One of our monitoring visits included the Year 6 SATS administration which started with an overview of the breakfast club offered to the pupils. This is an annual event that the year 6 pupils look forward to as it gives them the opportunity to relax with peers, whilst being served by staff, an unlimited buffet of cereal, toast, bacon rolls, fruit, juice and pastries. All pupils did the very best that they could and as they always do demonstrate the school’s learning behaviours. 
We also regularly monitor the progress of our disadvantaged pupils and those with Special Educational Needs, looking at how the Pupil Premium funding and sports premium funding is spent and what impact this has on their well-being, learning and development. You will find further details about this on the school website. 
We are pleased to report that we have a sustainable budget and this plus fundraising by the community has enabled the purchase of the new play equipment and wall art in the school. 
Governors supported several events last year; these included the Xmas shows which were fantastic. The growing confidence of the pupils, especially those in EYFS was a pleasure to watch. In the spring term we were invited to judge the Easter bonnet parade, as always there were some very creative entries and everyone who entered did a marvellous job. In the summer term some of us attended the sports day and we received a lot of positive feedback from parents about how well run it was.
We have worked with the school to address the traffic issues faced at drop off and arrival times. This has involved a range of initiatives including working with the local authority to create a sustainable travel plan. We have also had meetings with the MP, Richard Holden who supported us to arrange a meeting with the South Essex Parking Partnership to explore external options to make the roads outside of the school safer. 
As governors we are incredibly proud of our school, and we know that the pupils who attend are offered a range of opportunities to ensure they have the best start in life as they move through the various educational phases. Have a fantastic year, we look forward to meeting some of you throughout the year ahead.
Regards
H Faulkner
Heather Faulkner
Chair of Governors
hfaulkner@ghyllgrove.essex.sch.uk 
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